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                                                                                                    About

                                                                We are a professional Microsoft SharePoint Consulting Company & Office 365 consultants who offer top rated expertise to help your company grow. Not all business owners are required to be tech-savvy. You can reap the benefits of Microsoft SharePoint with our cutting edge design and reliable services.

Should you have any questions, feel free to send us a message, and we will get back to you as soon as possible. We are more than happy to accommodate you into using the Microsoft SharePoint and making the most out of it to improve your business.
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			How to Embed Yammer Conversations for SharePoint Online
		
		
			Your company’s intranet allows employees across your organization to engage and share ideas using Yammer. But did you know that you can embed these conversations for your SharePoint online pages? This not only helps to foster engagement but also build a community among your employees. Here’s how you can embed your Yammer conversation to a SharePoint site.

6 steps to embedding a Yammer conversation

1. First, go to Yammer and open the conversation you want to add. Copy its group URL. You can use any browser to view the conversation. The browser will show recent and past conversations, along with popular or highlighted conversations.

2. Now, go to your SharePoint online page. You will find an option to Edit the page on the top right corner. Click on Edit to continue.

3. You will see a small “+” sign. Hover your mouse on this icon. It will give you two options: add a new group or add a group to an existing conversation. If you already see Yammer in the dropdown option, you don’t need to start a new group altogether. On the other hand, if you don’t see Yammer, you should add another conversation to embed the URL you just copied. Click on the “+” sign and select your Yammer web part.

4. You will get an option to Add a Group. Click on that.

5. A message box will appear asking you to paste the URL of your Yammer group. Paste the URL in the box. Also, make sure you check the box that says “Latest Conversations.” If you want to embed one of the popular conversations, you should check the box that indicates “Top Conversations.”

This part is crucial as it determines the conversation that SharePoint online will share once you embed the Yammer group URL. Top conversations or highlighted conversations only show your group’s most engaging conversations, while the latest conversations keep you updated on the group conversations that took place recently.

6. Lastly, you must save and publish that page. It takes a few seconds for SharePoint online to update its library and post the Yammer conversation.

Once you publish the conversation, anyone can create a new post on SharePoint online by clicking on the dialogue box that says “Post a message.” Alternatively, you can click on one of the posts on SharePoint online and it will redirect you to the Yammer page. You can read the entire conversation on Yammer. There is also a View More option on SharePoint online where you can view past messages. This opens up all the previous posts in your Yammer group.

But in order to utilize this facility, you need to check the box that says Top Conversations. You will be able to view all the highlighted conversations on Yammer directly from your SharePoint online page.

If you are not one of those who like to go through all the group conversations one by one on Yammer, you can embed the top conversations on SharePoint online. This way, you can keep track of both the latest conversations and the hot topics of a discussion without asking anyone in your group.

If you need guidance on SharePoint, we recommend contacting a consulting service.
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			How To Sync Microsoft SharePoint And Teams Files With The OneDrive Sync App
		
		
			If you use a standard PC with Microsoft installed, you are likely aware of something called OneDrive. This is a cloud-based platform where you are able to store your information on the cloud. Everything can be directly stored on the cloud or you can also, for quicker access, have a separate copy of this in a folder on your computer. The primary premise of using this is to share your information with other people. If you have a business, this would be referred to as Teams. Your team members will also have access to this same cloud-based system and sharing files between all of you will be possible as long as you have that Microsoft OneDrive sync application. This is how you can connect everyone together.

What You Should Know About OneDrive

This is a system very similar to other cloud-based applications that you can pay for on the web. It is included for free with all Microsoft installations. Of course, you do need to have a Microsoft account set up so that you can log in. Once you are, there will be an icon down below on your taskbar that you can click to access and store information. It is part of the Microsoft 365 apps, and this will connect with far more than just your files. You can also use what is called SharePoint which is an innovative solution by Microsoft to connect team members that may be working for the same company.

An Overview Of Microsoft SharePoint

SharePoint is also a cloud-based service. It is designed for organizations that have multiple team members that want to share applications, knowledge, and also manage that content. Teams can work from remote locations, yet because all of the information is available on the cloud, they can seamlessly collaborate together to work on any type of project. There is a large difference between OneDrive and SharePoint. OneDrive is typically designed for personal use. However, you could provide your login information to others, or you could access your OneDrive from another person’s computer. SharePoint includes the ability to do a collaboration. It is meant for this purpose. It also has other options including CMS and the use of what are called dashboards. Therefore, once you have purchased SharePoint, and your team members also have access, collaborating will never be easier.

How To Connect SharePoint With OneDrive

This is possible using the Microsoft 365 app launcher. If you have a subscription to this service, it is constantly uploading and updating all Microsoft related programs. You will want to click on the launcher, selected teams, or SharePoint itself, and then choose all of the files that you want to share on this cloud-based system. You will simply navigate to the folder or subfolder that you want to sync. Once you have selected sync, you will be asked to give permissions. Doing so will connect your OneDrive with SharePoint, and those that are connected to SharePoint will now have access to this information.

Potential Problems And Solutions

One problem that you may encounter is that you may receive an error such as a locked icon in reference to a file. It may tell you that it is only designed for read-only access. This means that you will not have access to it because the file permissions have not been augmented properly. In that case, you will have to contact your admin to have them make it more than read-only. This can also happen within OneNote notebooks. Other than that, this process will be flawless and allow your team members to share files easily.

If you’ve never used OneDrive or SharePoint before, there are consultants that can help you with you do run into complications. It is designed to run automatically, but you do need to have an account with Microsoft, as do the others that will participate in the sharing. In the same way, those that are connecting to SharePoint should also have OneDrive activated. This is how they will be able to not only access this information but downloaded to their computer. Through this process, businesses have crossed the world are able to share information and data fluidly using these state-of-the-art filesharing applications.

					

	




															


	
		
			[image: SharePoint PowerApps]		
	


	
		
			SharePoint		

		
			How to Access a PowerApps Custom Form in SharePoint without a License?
		
		
			PowerApps is a licensed product under the Office 365 framework and it offers three licenses: PowerApps for Dynamics 365, PowerApps for Office 365, and PowerApps Plan 1 and 2. You don’t need to buy the license right away. PowerApps in SharePoint allows a 90-day trial where you can experiment with custom forms without requiring a license. However, you will need to log in using your company’s credentials. PowerApps has a strict policy on user logins. It immediately blocks any user that is not a registered company.

Accessing PowerApps Custom Form in SharePoint

You can access a custom form for a SharePoint list by opening PowerApps on your browser. Here, you don’t need to enter traditional C# or .NET codes. As soon as you publish the changes, the form gets embedded on the SharePoint list automatically. This means all your team members will be able to see the changes whenever they open the form. PowerApps also allows you to create conditional formatting, review analytics reports, and connect the form to other data sources.

Customizing the form

Sometimes you may not find the Customize Form option or the form may not work properly for your SharePoint list. It means that the list contains unknown data types that PowerApps don’t support.

Access your PowerApps custom form from your browser. First, you need to create a list. Make sure you include columns, such as availability, color choices, prices in respective currencies, and details of your site. Once you complete this step, follow the instructions below:

1. Opening the form

• Select PowerApps from the command bar and click on Customize Form. Your PowerApps Studio will open on the same browser.

• A Welcome to Power Apps Studio message will appear. You may choose to see the message or skip it.

2. Moving and removing a field

• The fields on the form appear according to the order you want. You may drag any column up or down, depending on its priority.

• To remove a field, you need to click on the ellipsis icon beside the field. Select Remove to delete that field permanently.

3. Setting conditional formatting

• It is possible to customize the availability, colors, and price fields by selecting their details to Yes.

• Go to the left navigation bar to expand the Details of DataCard1. Note the numeral appearing at the end of the DataCardValue.

• Now set the Visible properties of the above fields by replacing the numerals one by one.

• You can later review the changes by selecting the Details tab while pressing the Alt key.

4. Saving and publishing the custom form

• Go to File, then click on Save.

• Double-click on Publish to SharePoint.

• You can go back to editing the form by clicking the back arrow on the top-left corner.

You can make the most of the 90-day trial period to understand how custom forms work in SharePoint using PowerApps. If you feel comfortable, you can buy one of the three types of licenses mentioned above or hire a Microsoft PowerApps developer.
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			Understanding the Differences between Sharepoint Community Site and Hub Site
		
		
			Ever since hub sites released, the SharePoint community divided into two. One that supported the conventional community site, while the other supported hub sites. But, here’s the deal. Just because Microsoft launched a new function doesn’t necessarily mean the existing process is bad.

Why is there an argument?

There is a dilemma among users that created the whole divide. It revolves around the simple fact that whether users should create entirely separate site collections or different subsites for different departments and projects. Separate site collections provide more control to the user. However, there is a drawback in this system.

Whenever the user creates new site collections, it provides entirely new characteristics, such as security, navigation, metadata, and branding. So, if the user has already set their navigation and security in one of the previous collections, he/she needs to repeat the same process manually all over again. This is not a practical way to work, especially when there are lots of pending projects that users need to complete. That is why users don’t usually use community sites unless they have to.

Importance of hub sites

Hub sites have come up with a unique way to solve the above problem. The objective here is not to confuse users with tons of community sites. Accounting analysts have to deal with a lot of reports every day. If they keep using community sites, they will spend most of the time changing the details of the collections. So, instead of creating these hierarchies of community sites, hub sites allow the users to create separate site collections and organize them into different hubs.

This function provides a flattened structure. Users start with a community collection and end in a hub. That means, everything they do inside the community site remains inside the hub. They can later copy or edit that hub according to the accounting reports. Users could create collections before also, but they couldn’t bring these collections together into one group. This made them change the settings of every site manually over and over again.

Hub sites are particularly helpful when there is a department restructuring or company reorganization in a specific year. The user won’t have to move sites or rebuild their navigation from scratch. All they have to do is change the existing hub and make the necessary edits.

The issue with community sites

The most significant reason why people don’t prefer using community sites is it allows them to create different levels. They are similar to complicated folder hierarchies where users could create two or three subsites. But, community sites don’t have that restriction. Users can go on to create fifty or hundreds of sites, and every time they do, they will have to change the settings manually. That’s one good way to kill time!

So, when it comes to community site and hub site, the latter wins the race by a fair distance. Users want simplified functions, and hub sites offer that facility. Moreover, it saves a lot of time that allows users to focus on other work.
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			Using Complex FIeld Types in SharePoint
		
		
			Complex field types are useful for communicating between different systems and allowing, for example, data from an external application to be displayed with relative ease.

Complex field types are field types which contain other types. For example, a “Customer” field could contain, within it, the data for the “Customer ID” and “Customer Name”. The “Address” field could have “House Numer”, “Street”, “State”, “Country” and “Postal Code”.

Complex field types are particularly useful because they make it easy to search and display the data.

Common Problems With Complex Fields

One problem with complex fields is that on paper it is possible for a complex field to contain another complex field. In practice, however, not all applications will support this gracefully and some may struggle to break down the inner complex field and display it correctly.

Other issues occur if there is formatting within a complex field. If there is formatting data stored in the field and your application cannot understand it, then this can create unexpected issues. Fortunately, most of the problems are cosmetic, but they still need to be dealt with.

Service Layers in SharePoint

The most effective solution is to use a service layer in SharePoint to manage the formatting and to handle the processing of the complex field. This is the best way to ensure that your complex fields are handled in exactly the right way, however it is not without issues when it comes to maintenance and overheads since it means that you will need to maintain service-level code. In some cases, using the presentation layer to manage complex fields may be simpler. It depends on the way the SharePoint application is already set up, and what code already exists.

SharePoint has options for encapsulating the complex field’s handling in its own class. This allows you to flatten the external content so that you can then handle it in SharePoint using the Business Data Connectivity Designer.

When Complex Fields Make Sense

Complex fields make sense if you are trying to integrate your SharePoint application with external data. If you are operating the other way around and are gathering the data in SharePoint then there are options that may well be more effective. For example, you can use Custom Field Types, which are built in to SharePoint, to ensure that your data is handled in an efficient, robust and error-free manner. Custom Fields can be collected using forms, and you can control the way they are sorted (for example sorting an address by “City”) quite easily using features that are already built in to SharePoint.

SharePoint forms make it easy to collect and validate data, too, so from the end user point of view your application will be robust and stable, and there is less code that can go wrong compared to if you are trying to process data that belongs to a complex field.

The option to handle complex fields exists, but it is one that should be employed only when it is absolutely necessary to do so.
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			Developing Azure Functions For SharePoint
		
		
			If you’re unsure of what Azure Functions are, don’t worry because we’ve got you covered. Simply put, Azure Functions are used for the sake of running small bits of code and even functions for cloud-based storage. It also allows users to write code for any particular problem without the need for worrying about the infrastructure to properly run a piece of code. Read on as we dive further into developing Azure functions for SharePoint.

When programmers are able to make use of continued development, it increases their productivity. And it even allows them to use their choice of development language. Users are only charged for their run time and they can easily scale with Azure. Additionally, clients can also create a series of applications which run without a server.

Azure also gives its users the ability to perfectly process data, build simple APIs, integrate systems and even conduct work with the Internet-of-Things. It even allows them the option of scheduling processes that run with specialized built-in functions. However, these functions can be created with the use of base templates that support various environments. The following are some of the templates provided:

	GitHub Webhook – this readily responds to events on GitHub
	Blob Trigger – processes Azure blobs for storage
	EventHub Trigger – readily and quickly responds to Azure’s Event Hub
	Generic Webhook – deals with requests from Webhook HTTP
	Queue Trigger – allows a response to Azure’s Storage Queue


How Do You Use An Azure Function With SharePoint?

Functions created in Azure aren’t directly connected to SharePoint. Simply put it is seen as a completely different service within SharePoint. However, you can make use of hook requests and even provide HTTP callable URLs which go on to act as the initiator. This initiator then goes on to execute your written code; users can also convert their code into Azure Functions.

How To Create Azure Functions?

	You’ll firstly need to create the Azure Function App which specially hosts Azure Functions. In order to do this, you’ll need to click the New tab and then look for the function app.
	Then you’ll need to click create.
	You’ll then be prompted to populate the relevant values required.


It should be noted that the above process takes quite a while in order to be completed. Once this step is finished, you’ll be automatically notified. If you proceed to click on the notification, it will begin to display the settings of your function.

In order to add a new function, you’ll need to follow the following step:

You’ll need to click the add button next to the Functions tab and you’ll be prompted to select from the listing.

Creating A Webhook Plus API

	In order to create this particular function, you’ll need to select Webhook plus API as your option.
	You’ll then need to select the language as CSharp.
	Next you’ll be able to click create and you’ll be shown the sample code.


As we conclude we have just looked at developing Azure functions for SharePoint. We have discussed what is Azure Functions. And we have also gone into a brief illustration on how to create a function. It should be noted that there are other functions which can be created as well!
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			SharePoint Features You Should be Using, But Probably Aren’t
		
		
			It doesn’t matter if you’ve been using SharePoint for a few weeks or a few years, chances are you’re not familiar with all of its features. Maybe you know about some features, but you’re not using them. With that said, here are a few SharePoint features you should be using, but probably aren’t.

WorkFlows 

If you aren’t using WorkFlows you should. A workflow is a group of tasks, as well as decision points that can lead to several outcomes or just one. Workflows are a lot like flow-charts, and there are many templates to choose from within SharePoint. Adding a workflow is easy, but there are four roles associated with it.

The roles are creator, author, initiator and participant. If you want to manage and complete tasks with ease and stay on top of everything, then start adding workflows today.

 SharePoint Lists

SharePoint lists are another feature that everyone isn’t taking advantage of. There are two main ways to manage information with SharePoint, with one being a library and the other being lists. Lists are similar to spreadsheets because columns and rows make them up. However, these lists are within SharePoint and not in Excel and many people have access to it at the same time.

Allowing multiple people to access SharePoint lists saves time because you don’t have to email them individually to people. Also, you don’t have to keep track of changes being made from users. You will love using SharePoint lists much more than spreadsheets.

Also, creating lists and reviewing them is easy. The same goes for updating and deleting them. All you have to do is click on the Add Lists section of SharePoint.

Libraries 

Libraries are useful because you can use them for various tasks. You can use them to filter out data, store data and modify it. You can even group data and you can capture meta data.

Team members can use libraries to work together to create files, update those files when needed and collect files. SharePoint provides you with a number of default library apps you can use, so check them out and become familiar with them. The chances are that libraries will become one of your most favorite features.

Creating a library is simple. Go to the SharePoint Class site. Once there, go to the pane that mentions libraries. Click on the link and you’ll be well on your way to creating a library.

Search

SharePoint has a search feature that you’re probably not using. This basic feature lets you find queries that are placed against the data stored in the server farm. In short, this helps you find a lot of relevant information with ease.

Search results can contain a lot of info, such as links to your list items and libraries that you’ve created. It can even point you to links to sites and individual web-pages, as well as documents. The search engine that SharePoint uses takes many things into account, such as your previous searches and permissions, which play a role in what results they will return to you.

Project Site

Use the Project Site template to help with managing work. You can use this to help with task lists, calendars and creating a document library. This is a basic SharePoint feature, but a lot of people don’t add project sites to SharePoint and they should because it is incredibly useful.

Are you using any of the above features? If not, then you should start as soon as possible. Trust us when we say you don’t know what you’re missing. Go ahead and start using them today and the chances are you won’t stop using them.
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			What is a SharePoint Hub Site and Why Should You Use One?
		
		
			Hub sites in SharePoint exist to allow organizations to connect multiple sites and organize them into categories based on various criteria. That could be division, department, project, region, or many other factors.

SharePoint Hub Sites:

– Improve the discover-ability of content

– Allow companies to apply consistent branding and structure, as well as navigation, across several sites

– Offer the ability to search across multiple, related sites

SharePoint administrators have the ability to dictate how many hub sites can exist, and to control who has the option of associating their sites with a given hub. If a site creator associates a site with a hub then the site will acquire a ‘hub site’ nav bar at the very top. It will also inherit the look of that site, and any applications or custom lists which are associated with it.

Who Can Manage Hub Sites?

Only SharePoint administrators can create hub sites. A Site collection administrator has the option of associating a SharePoint hub site with an existing hub site, but they cannot create a new hub. If an administrator clicks the ‘create site’ link that is located in the upper-right corner of an existing hub site, then that new site will automatically be associated with the hub.

Shared Navigation and Search

The main reasons that you should use SharePoint hub sites are the shared navigation option, and the cross-hub search. These two features ensure that people can find the content that they need. Hubs also help to create a cohesive brand across all sites and save time when it comes to searching too.  Users will see the content that is presented on the hub sites, without having to worry about going to each site individually. SharePoint will handle security and access rights automatically, so individual users will be shown only content that they are allowed to access.

Easy for Administrators

SharePoint hub sites are easy for administrators to develop. When an administrator creates a hub site, what they are really doing is converting their existing site into a hub. The hub site navigation bar will be placed at the top of the site, but the home page and the content of the site will be preserved.  If that’s all you do when you make a hub site, then you will still enjoy some benefits because of the network search and the ease of access to other sites in the network through the nav bar, but you are missing out on some useful features.

SharePoint offers Web Parts that are handy widgets which you can add to your site to add more features. One of the most useful web parts is the News web part. This will aggregate the news from the sites that are a part of the hub and show it on the home page. You can select which sites will be included in the web part, so that the news remains as relevant as possible and so that very active sites don’t drown out the other sites on the hub. Again, SharePoint will not show a user News if it is from a property that they don’t have the rights to view.

Other useful Web Parts include Events and Highlighted Content. These are good ways of showing off the most important content that is being created on the sites in the network.

Planning a Hub

If you’re new to online collaboration and communities, then deciding how to organize your network of content may be tricky. Hub sites are very useful, but you need to have an overarching idea of what you want on the intranet. Think of the hub sites as the connective tissue that will hold the separate team sites together. Ideally, anything that is going to be the focus of a lot of effort and communication deserves its own hub site. So, if you are a software development company and you have three separate projects, each project would have its own site collection. A hub site brings together several other sites.

You might want to have separate sites for your art team, UX team, backend team, etc.

Prior to hub sites, subsites were used to provide the ‘connections’ for the rest of the intranet. Subsites are inflexible, though, and relying on them makes it hard to make changes in the future. Should you need to restructure, you will have to change a lot of links and a lot of content. Subsites are harder to control in terms of security policies too. A hub site can be updated, changed, managed and reclassified much more easily, and is therefore comparatively future-proof.

If you think about how often staff members change teams, projects get started or abandoned, and working relationships change, it makes sense to use hub sites instead because they cover all of those awkward management challenges for you, providing a smoother experience for your team members.
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			4 Ways To Customize Your SharePoint Forms Using PowerApps
		
		
			If you have always wanted to build a custom app for your business, there are many companies that can do this for you. You can simply submit your order, provide them with the description of what you would like to create, and they can produce this for you. However, if you want more control over how it is created, or if you simply want to save money by building one on your own, you could use what is called Microsoft PowerApps. You can do many things with this platform, including customizing your SharePoint forms which can save you a lot of time. Here are five ways that you can customize SharePoint forms using PowerApps.

What Is SharePoint?

Most people know what SharePoint is, a collaborative platform that is completely web-based. In interacts directly with Microsoft Office, and has been available to the public and businesses since the turn of the millennium. SharePoint comes in two different styles including the standard version and what is called Enterprise. These are going to resign on your server, and you also have 1/3 choice which is called SharePoint Online. The applications that are available will include content and document management systems, social networking and intranet capabilities as well. There is a collaborative software aspect and a file hosting service. However, many people use this because of the custom web applications that you can develop.

What Is PowerApps?

Microsoft PowerApps represents a service that allows you to design and build custom business applications. You will be able to connect to the web, sharing data, plus you can work with these with your mobile phone or from your computer on the web. This is a top choice for many smaller businesses and individuals because custom software development can be extremely expensive. You would be very lucky to find a programmer that would charge you less than $1000 just to get started. That’s why learning how to use this platform from Microsoft might be of interest to anyone trying to save money.

How You Can Use PowerApps To Modify SharePoint Forms

SharePoint forms will look very similar to forms you have used on the web many times. There are going to be multiple fields where you can request that people enter in specific information. This could include their name, phone number, address, and any other pertinent information. This information can then be saved on your system so that you will have information about your clients that are signing up for a service that you are offering. A Microsoft Power Apps developer can be used to create a specific app that will allow you to modify or execute the forms that you are providing for customers that you want on your database. When you program the app, you can have people download this. When they open up the app, they will then be presented with a form. This allows you to avoid the necessity of adding these forms to a website. The app will automatically connect with the software on your server, adding the information that they are providing.

How to Customize Your SharePoint Forms with PowerApps

First of all, you can customize your SharePoint form using one of these apps by modifying the different fields that are available. For example, if you have one standard form that people are using to enter in their information, if your app is on your phone or tablet computer, you can easily modify the form that is directly connected to your PowerApp.

Second, if you are working with a team of people, you can give them access directly to the app as an administrator. This will allow you to delegate changes that can be made to the forms using team members, wherever they happen to be.

Third, the app can be multifaceted. This means that it can connect with different forms for different businesses. You simply need to provide them with choices as to which form they will choose and then they can enter in their information.

Fourth, your application can be used to access all of the information on your server. For example, if you have hundreds or thousands of people that have entered in their information, you can create a search function so that you can find their information promptly.

These are just a few ways that a PowerApp can be used to modify SharePoint forms. You can program the application to make additional changes, or different forms, wherever you happen to be. When Microsoft made it possible to connect both SharePoint and PowerApps together, their objective was to make it easier for people to create, modify, and access forms from remote locations. By learning how to use Microsoft PowerApps, and SharePoint concurrently, you can easily create a unique app that can provide you with these unique ways of modifying the forms from a PC, smart phone, or tablet computer.
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			5 Reasons to Upgrade to SharePoint 2019
		
		
			 

If you are running a business, it is important that you keep all of your software up to date, With that said, the task of upgrading can be daunting and time consuming. This causes some organizations to delay upgrading until the last minute. Here are 5 reasons to move from your current version of SharePoint to SharePoint 2019.

Improved Support

It can be really complicated to move lots of business data onto the cloud without incident. Microsoft has improved this functionality in the latest version of SharePoint. The 2019 version is better because there is a huge focus on automation and it utilizes new technologies to make sure that everything runs more smoothly.

Lists

This is one of the newer features that in included with the new version of SharePoint. It creates an easier path for businesses to share, collaborate and gain access to all of the data they need. Since people will now have the ability to make lists and group information accordingly, it will be simpler to understand and have people work together rather than people becoming confused about order, how information should be used, access issues or some other problems.

The New Search Experience

It is now easier to search for the things you need when using SharePoint. Instead of a basic search, you are now able to see results before you even begin to type anything. In addition, once you start to spell out the term you are looking for, the results begin to update automatically. These searches are even grouped by type, so it should be much easier for all of the people who use this feature to find exactly what it is they are looking for.

Your Competition

Face it. When you are in business, it is important for you to stay ahead of the curve and be one or more steps ahead of the competition. There is no way for you to do that if you are still using software that was created more than 5 years ago, especially if everyone around is using the newer version. Do not allow your hesitancy to upgrade and stay with what is familiar to you to cause you to miss out on all of the benefits this new SharePoint can offer your business. Upgrading means that you will be ready to provide best in class service and applications using the latest technology..

Retired Features

One thing that everyone should look forward to with SharePoint 2019 is the fact that some of the features that were not very useful have been shelved. This means it is more user-friendly and has left room for them to add additional features that people may actually find useful. For instance, the aggregate news-feed has become read-only. This is a feature that many people have complained about, so it is nice that Microsoft has taken notice and made it go away. Surely, there are some who liked it, but for the majority it was a headache.

If you have not given serious thought to upgrading to the new version of this program, then why not? Don’t get left behind.Instead of continuing to use something that is just okay, why not attempt to use something that is totally dynamic? Your business may be doing well right now, but imagine how much better you could be doing if you decided to make the switch.
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			SharePoint Integration With Microsoft Flow
		
		
			When it comes to electronic technology programs have come a long way.  This is no truer that if you can remember the first offerings from both Microsoft and Apple that contained the kernels of the programs that they have nurtured and raised until today these programs are feature rich and basically indispensable to a huge range of companies which include the top level of fortune 500 companies.

These feature-rich applications complete each of their functions amazing and now we are beginning to see some of these moves into partnership status with other programs.  An example would be Microsoft’s Excel that does a magical role by itself but is now teamed up with Microsoft Access as a completely integrated system with Excel providing front-end data solutions and Access tying into the backend to have its database capabilities further manipulate that data.

It is in this type of application marriage that we see Microsoft’s SharePoint now beginning more closely aligned with Microsoft Flow, an application that on its own does a great job but becomes a stronger tool when used as a backend to SharePoint.

What Is SharePoint?

SharePoint is Microsoft’s document management and collaboration program that combines an intranet platform to allow documents to be better managed in a number of circumstances.  For example, documents are much more easily located, shared, updated and much more.  It allows companies to compile and regulate documents and many other pieces of the companies document structure while having the ability to disseminate this information across multiple platforms such as the internet, extranet, and intranet sites.  It also allows large organizations to partition those information areas that belong to specific company areas, such as assigning the HR department security closed to allow those documents that solely relate to HR or where the organization ownership resides.  In other words, its purpose is to align with documents while Excel is to align with numeracy.

What is Microsoft Flow?

Microsoft Flow or just Flow is one of the newer applications that Microsoft has made available to handle a completely different range of functions with documents and even snippets of documents.  Flow, as its name suggests allows you to streamline a range of functions through self-created automation which is easily handled by its clever graphical interface.  In other words, it picks up a lot of the corporate heavy lifting once documents have made their way into and through the stages of SharePoint.

For example, one of the very cool features for Flow is that your designed workflow can integrate with a large range of third-party applications that are specialized for various communication styles.  Think Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and many more.  If your company has a use for Twillo, then this can be added to your content outgoings.  Dropbox, outlook, Google Calendars and more are now a part of your range of tools.  For users of Go To Meetings, RSS and Gmail, each of these are also third-party services that integrate into the endpoint.  In fact, there are 295 of these services that you can have Flow interact with to get your messages out faster and further than ever before.

SharePoint And Flow Integrated

I truly hope that you are excited enough about future possibilities when the integration between SharePoint document management front end and Flows integrated delivery and architectural creative options available for your future campaigns.  While it may take corporations some time to truly grasp the power of this integration, in time this will become an invaluable tool to them and those team members responsible for the inner workings and training of companies in how to squeeze the most from this marriage will be in a position to sell their knowledge and talents for a very good income, that is how powerful I believe that the integration can become in time.

If I think back to the beginning of this article and refer to the initial offerings of Microsoft and Apple as startups, you can see from Microsoft’s perspective that continuing to invest and grow and better define each of their business offerings has now led them to the next stages of development.  What more can come from the coupling of these once great standalone programs?

I expect that the answer to that will be in the take up from a business perspective and once more companies are using, the types of user-based inquiries and suggestions that will fall out from the natural usage of these tools.  In the meantime, Microsoft is working hard behind closed doors to roll out its next technical conquests.  We know that they are currently devoting resources to AI interfaces such as Cortana extended capabilities and one can only imagine that it will tie more of their offerings together with an enhanced AI range of functionality across each of their platforms.  The future is truly exciting.
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			SharePoint CRM Information
		
		
			Why would a person need SharePoint CRM or Office 365? Many clients and website owners are searching for SharePoint CRM systems that will offer a variety of solution approaches in the market. The majority of these people will want their SharePoint CRM to already be running on Office 365. They have heard about the easy and smooth integration of existing data, workflows, and processes.

A key advantage when using these platforms is Single Sign On. This unique integration provides a corporate active directory. The good news for clients and website owners is that this platform already exists and will not require any additional investments so as to have a base for a CRM new business app.

It should be noted that CRM is quite difficult to build from scratch because of its many complexities. If you are trying to construct a direct competitor such as Salesforce, SAP CRM, Microsoft Dynamics, for a CRM system then the headline must be right. However, this is something that most people will not want to do from scratch.

When you look at the average customer you will discover that their CRM processes will typically consist of a few simple business objects that have a master detail relation. The more complex processes will require some sort of permission and workflow. Even the highly sophisticated ones require flexibility so that they can offer adequate creation processes. For anyone who is using it for campaigns it should be noted that the requirements for a smooth integration with some newspapers, campaign providers, or emails can be extremely limited.

You will find a repetitive pattern in the majority of CRM systems. SharePoint lists will require standard business objects that are represented in a SharePoint content type. Some of the basic objects that you will require for CRM and for SharePoint include lists of accounts, contacts, activities, opportunities, and campaigns.

In the account column you will need the content types prospects, customers, and suppliers. In the contacts column you will need the content types executives and employees. In the activities column you will need the content types note, calendar item, email, and activity. In the opportunities column you will need the content types forecast, offer, opportunity, and lead. In the campaigns column you will need the content types email, print, newsletter, and email.

There are two reasons why you will require different content types. The first reason is if you require a lifecycle on data such as with the example, prospect to customer. The second reason is if there are different attributes for any content variance such as activity or calendar item. By having different content types in a list it will allow the user to navigate data very easily. It will also allow the user to create various search scenarios that make it simple to navigate data.

For example, let’s say you are searching for sales opportunities but you are not exactly sure if what you find is a sales opportunity, an offer, somebody’s forecast, or a lead. When you use content types you can simply search in Opportunities and this will provide you with all relevant matches. Each of the items displayed will only be relevant data for your search.

Another feature to this type of approach is that you will now be able to create various lookups between the content types for all relations. Since a contact is normally bound to an account, you will benefit by having a lookup field for any of the accounts in the contact list. You can repeat this for any relation that is logical and beneficial for your particular scenario.

Now that you have created a data model it is time to think about the next step. The next step will be about how you view your data. You will need various views for certain scenarios such as inactive data, active data, my data, all data, export – import data, compact data, and detail data.

As you create these various views you will soon realize that you also need some kind of logic or status attributes for all of the lists. This will allow you to create a content column on your website. You will be able to reuse this process in any of the content types that you have created. This basically means that everything will be copied to every content type and also every list.

The most challenging part of designing the user interface is if you do not use any tools. Tools will help you to build a pattern which will allow you to do a variety of things such as navigate to detail views that has context of the data and to display overviews of the data. A context basically means that a detailed view of an account should normally display account details. However, it should also display activities, opportunities, contacts, and so forth.

If you decide to make it easier when designing the user interface it is simply a matter of getting help with a visual low code solution tool. For example, you can use K2 Appit or BPA Solution Builder. If you want to remain with Microsoft technology then you can utilize Power Apps. You can also start to create your CRM interface with any of the various Search Display Templates, Visual Studio, or try one of the more elegant, future orientated approaches that are available by means of Add-ins.

With an Add-in you will be able to build virtually any application that is hosted on any web platform. You can use this application in your Office 365, SharePoint, or Office for a seamless integration. This is perhaps the most elegant way to use a Microsoft ecosystem as you develop an application with modern and slim technologies such as AngularJS, node.js, or any of the others.

Finding the best and most efficient way to help a user with SharePoint CRM and to easily navigate a system, present data, or to display only relevant information is much more of a challenge than simply the technical implementation.
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			A Guide to Using SharePoint
		
		
			A Guide to Using Sharepoint

Sharepoint is a powerful server-based platform that allows businesses to share documents between different applications. If someone wanted to be cynical, then they could say that SharePoint is essentially a website that is hosted under Microsoft branding, but that is no longer a truly honest explanation. There is more to SharePoint than that.

SharePoint offers the appearance of a single destination for information that can then be accessed by other partners and customers, but there’s more to it than that. It’s a single source for information, yes, but it provides more ways to access it, and it provides good user access control, to ensure that only the right people get access to the documents on the platform. The challenge is not so much that using SharePoint is difficult, but that the platform has yet to carve out a clear niche, so while people understand how to use it, they often wonder why their office is not just using a Dropbox installation or Office 365 to achieve much the same goals.

Using SharePoint to Share Files and Information

Files in SharePoint are shared using the Document Library, the reason that SharePoint is often thought of as a CMS is because of the Document Library. This library is a network-accessible location which acts as a portal for accessing documents. Microsoft wants to move people towards using OneDrive for simple document sharing, and OneDrive for business is slowly adding the main features that people turn to SharePoint for.

Portals

The main reason to use SharePoint is for Portals. These are a set of tools that allow developers and designers to make portals, which can host, share and index multimedia content. The ease with which portals can be deployed by power users is a valuable part of SharePoint.

SharePoint and the Enterprise Search Centre

The Enterprise Search Center feature was added to SharePoint in 2007, and while it is still going strong it may well be retired in favour of Delve, which is the new name for what was originally codenamed Oslo. Delve offers a number of useful features to improve search. The Office Graph functionality, for example, offers a rich set of associations. The ESC offers some powerful features as well – searches can be conducted to cover both the web and on-premise, and a newly developed hybrid index will offer both sets of results, saving time and offering improved details in search.

Content Management

As the Office 365 brand is taking over a lot of what makes SharePoint popular, there are some features that are remaining squarely in SharePoint territory, one such feature is that of the content management system and the Business Intelligence tools. Office 365 is attempting to secure itself as the service for content and for core customer-facing functions, while SharePoint’s Business Intelligence will be the main reason to use it. SharePoint is focusing on an on-premises Server Edition, and with rapid releases and constant itterations, it will be interesting to see what the future holds for the system.
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			SharePoint Corporate Training
		
		
			The Best Way to Receive SharePoint Training

If you are considering receiving Microsoft SharePoint training, you may have a few questions about it. You might be wondering where to get this training, what you can expect to learn, the benefits of it and how to go about choosing a course. If you are, then read on because we’ll go over all of these things, as well as provide you with other useful information. By the end of this article, you can go ahead and look into receiving training.

Where To Receive Training

There are a number of ways to receive training, such as going to a seminar or online. There are some community colleges in NYC that offer courses in SharePoint, but the best way to receive training is online. There are many benefits of learning about SharePoint via an online course and some of these benefits will be discussed in the next section. However, it is up to you as to which method you decide to use to receive training.

Benefits Of SharePoint Training Online

There are a number of advantages of learning about SharePoint online instead of going in person to learn. For starters, it is far more convenient. You don’t have to go to actual classes, as you just need a mobile device and you’re good to go. However, it might be easier to use a tablet, laptop or desktop computer when it comes to learning SharePoint.

Instead of trying to teach yourself, you can take an online course and learn faster. By receiving training from experts at using SharePoint, you can rest assure you will learn quickly. In fact, you’ll learn a lot faster by doing this.

Finally, you can learn from anywhere. It doesn’t matter where you are, you can access course materials. You will love learning about SharePoint while you’re on the go.

What You Can Expect To Learn

For starters, you’ll learn how exactly SharePoint can help you collaborate with others in the office or in some other kind of work environment. If you’re new to SharePoint, you can take a beginner’s course that will teach you the very basics of the program. By the end of the course, you’ll have a basic understanding of how to use it and then you’ll be prepared to learn advanced aspects of SharePoint.

You’ll learn all about using SharePoint apps, as well as the benefits of using those apps. Another thing you’ll learn will be customizing apps, as well as how to connect specific lists to Microsoft Outlook. By taking an online course in SharePoint, you will find out how to make the most of the apps, and you’ll learn how to check-out when you are co-authoring, as well as how to check-in and how to use the feature and much more.

Choosing A Course

When it comes to finding a place that offers training in SharePoint, you don’t want to go with the first one you come across. You want to compare several courses and find out what’s exactly included in each course. Some courses are more extensive than other courses, and you want to choose the one that offers an extensive learning experience.

Also, find out what materials are given out. Some courses may provide you with physical materials, but many will only include online content. If this is the case, then make sure you know what kind of content is included in the course.

Finally, read reviews on the courses you’re researching. You don’t want to choose a SharePoint course that has a bunch of negative reviews. The more positive reviews a course has, the better the course will likely be.

Cost

As for how much it costs to receive training, this depends in various factors. However, price shouldn’t be the sole determining factor in choosing a training course. Nonetheless, you do want to consider the price of a course and compare the prices of several SharePoint courses before making a final decision.

Make sure you choose the right SharePoint training course by keeping the above tips and advice in mind. Whether you’re new to SharePoint or still new at it, you can benefit from receiving training. With that said, all you have to do now is choose a course and before you know it you will be on your way to becoming an expert at using SharePoint.
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			5 Reasons to Use Microsoft SharePoint in Your Business
		
		
			Now that you have acquired Office 365 and you are ready to get the most out of it, you are presented with the reality that it’s way too complicated to customize without professional training. It can be overwhelming to navigate with this powerful platform that you sometimes think of not using it at all. To make the most out of it, you can either put months and months of professional training in learning on your own, or you can hire a Microsoft, SharePoint consultant. If you are starting to contemplate the above, here are the following reasons why you should use Microsoft SharePoint in your business.

1. Always remember that SharePoint is not dropbox

The Microsoft SharePoint platform (part of MS Office 365)is nowhere near Dropbox. Do not think of it as just a file-sharing site. The main purpose of Dropbox is to store and share files on any devices while the Microsoft SharePoint is already an ecosystem that helps in solving various process issues in a company. It also helps in enhancing the collaboration within your system, not just storage for all your files and documents. Microsoft SharePoint has been in use for over ten years now and for most people it may be too complex system to learn on their own, but once you have the environment built and customized, you will realize it is an extremely powerful to that will cut costs and streamline your company.

2. SharePoint is On-premise AND Online (cloud based) solution for all businesses

Another misconception that you should avoid thinking is that Microsoft SharePoint is only for small businesses. Since it was introduced into the market way back in 2001, it is considered as just an on-premise solution to all types of businesses, most of them are large-scale organizations. In 2011, the Microsoft bundled the SharePoint to the Office 365 cloud offering, and now small businesses and even non-profit organizations can afford it.

What you must keep in mind, is that SharePoint is not a plug and play solution. Once you have started using it, you must incorporate it into your system and introduce it to your employees. It may take some time to integrate into staff daily workflow, but when it is fully implemented, the company efficiency success that comes from it is endless. 



3. SharePoint requires structured use

The Microsoft SharePoint is not just simply transferring your files, sharing the URL to your workers, and hoping that it would work for you. Always remember that it will require your full-time attention. SharePoint can be as simple as a file folder or as complex as an airplane. You need to get to know the complicated machinery before you are ready to fly. When you first navigate this tool, you might think it doesn’t make sense, and it’s too hard to use. It is at first glance. That’s why you must invest your time in studying and optimizing the tool. Or, as what we’ve mentioned above, you can hire a Microsoft SharePoint consultant who specializes in using this tool properly and help you improve your business, saving you from lots of headaches later on.

4. It requires a long-term strategy

One wrong move in SharePoint and you can ruin your environment. Hence, it is important that you develop a long-term strategy before anything else. In that way, you can rest assured that the tool can help you grow your business. Start from the scratch by learning all necessary information such as metadata configuration, permissions setup, external sharing, site navigation and the like. It will help you a lot in the long run.

Consider the factors above when it comes to Microsoft SharePoint. It could make or break your company’s strategy. If you want to experience the benefits that it can offer, you can hire a Microsoft SharePoint consultant instead. Inquire now!
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